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Amendments to the Abstract: 

Please replace the abstract with the following amended abstract: 

An - apparatu s to e xcis e a sample of material and temporar i ly ctoro compl e has a 
hollow c l a m sh ell ca s ing with a bl e nd e d grip under which i s a tubu l ar sampio 
sloovo extends downwards from tho base of tho grip, Within th e c a sing an 
o l octr i c motor is - hous e d which driv e s, via juxtaposed spur gears, the sampio 
sle e v e in a rotationa l manner. Tho ond of th e sa mp le sl ee v e , d i stal from tho 
eta msh e ll casing, forms a cutting edge circumscribing a circular r e g i on. An 
e jection rod s l ides r ooiprocally within th e sampl e sleeve between a stowe d 
po s ition a nd an e xpulsion position. Whon tho ej e ction rod mov e s from the 
stowed position - to - tho ^ expul c ion position it will e xtend past tho cutting odgo and 
expol any material campl e contained within tho sample sl ee v e . A user cuts a 
sample from - a - sourco matorial resting on a pliable substrate, u s ing tho cutting 
edg e of the sampl e sl ee ve whon tho ejection rod is in th e stow e d position. A 
sample is cut wh e n th e cutting b l ade oonta ete- ih e s ourc e mat e rial whi l e gent l e 
downward pressure is appliock - The thumb activ e s tho oloctric dr i vo - which rotates 
th o cutting sl ee v e . Once the sourco materi al has been out it is simu l taneously 
extracted and lodged within th e tubular sample sloov e . ■ The e xtracted sampio 
remains lodged in tho ho l low of th e sampf e sle e ve until tho us e r e xt e nds the 
e j e ction rod through the sampio s le e v e to th e e xpulsion position to ojocttho 
s ampl e of sourc e materials. Tho automatic r e turn of the ojoot rod i s- oompris e d of 
a- eompr e ssion spring that biases tho ojoct i on shaft which holds tho ejection rod 
in-too-re tract e d and stowed posit i ons . A motorized sample collection apparatus 
having a hollow clamshell casino with a contoured grip for the fingers, a 
horizontal extension to eliminate slippage when held in a user's hand, and a 
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flange bottom portion from which a sample sleeve extends downwards. Within 
the clamshell casing an electric motor is mounted which drives, viaspur gears 
the sample sleeve in a rotational manner. The distal end of the sample sleeve, is 
a cutting edge circumscribing a circular region. An ejection rod slides 
reciprocally within the sample sleeve between a retracted stowed position and an 
expulsion position. User cuts a sample from a substrate by engaging contact 
between the cutting edge of the sample sleeve and the substrate, applying 
pressure against the substrate and activating the motor to rotate the sample 
sleeve. Activation of the ejection rod towards the expulsion position displaces 
the sample into an appropriate collecting vessel . 
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